Conditioning of a flavor aversion in rats by amygdala kindling.
Rats received 30 stimulations and 30 sham stimulations (the lead was attached to the subjects but no current was delivered) to the left basolateral amygdala in a quasirandom sequence. Stimulations were preceded by the presentation of 1 flavored solution conditional stimulus (CS+); sham stimulations were preceded by the presentation of another flavored solution, CS-. As kindled motor seizures developed, the rats began to consume significantly less of the CS+ than the CS-. Moreover, at the end of the experiment, the rats consumed significantly less of the CS+ than the CS- during a 20-min conditioned flavor preference test in which both solutions were available simultaneously. These findings confirm and extend the recent report that interictal changes in defensive behavior can be conditioned by amygdalar kindling.